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Creating the potential for innovative ecosystem-based interventions that link climate adaptation, disaster risk reduction and sustainable livelihoods with national and local development policy is of paramount importance. Beyond the ‘buffering’ service against hazard impacts, sound environmental management also represents an opportunity to save considerably on the costs both of national and international responses to disasters, as well as having the potential to generate additional benefits and values for local communities that also indirectly improve resilience against disaster.
In many cases, local and traditional coping strategies to minimise risk and to avert the effects of natural disasters and other shocks and stresses are based on sustainable ecosystem management. Ecosystem-based interventions thus provide important opportunities to work with and strengthen pre-existing local knowledge and practices, to empower communities to take control of their immediate surroundings, and to develop and improve disaster risk responses which are sustainable in financial, social and cultural terms.
